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— — Lord, fave us: we periſh. 


HE Occafion of this Day's Solemnity will 
juſtify the Propriety of theſe Words, which 
are the earneſt Entreaty of our Saviour's 
Diſciples to him in the utmoſt Danger 
of their Lives, They had entered together into a 
Ship; and there aroſe @ great Tempeſt in the Sea, inſo- 
much that the Ship was covered with the Waves: but he 
was aſleep. And his Diſciples came to bim, and awoke 
him, ſaying, Lord, ſave us: we periſh. And he ſaith 
unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little Faith! 
Then he aroſe, and rebuked the Winds and the Sea, and 
there was a great Calm. But the Men marvelled, ſaying, 
What Manner of Man is this, that even the Winds 
and the Sea obey him ! 


This ſhort Piece of Hiſtory, as it gives us a clear Evi- 
dence of that divine Power delegated by God to his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, by yirtue of which he was enabled 

, B to 


"I © 
to amend the Elements, and ſuſpend the Laws of 


Nature; ſo it exhibits, as it were in Miniature, an 
exact and lively Picture of univerſal Providence. The 
immediate Preſence of that almighty Being, who at firſt 
by the Wiſdom of his Power created the World out of 
nothing, is, in every Inſtant of Time, and in every Point 
of Space, neceſſary for the Support and Preſervation of 
it. The Eye of Providence is over all his Works; 
his Hand holds and directs the great Machine of the 
Univerſe, teaching every ſmalleſt Wheel to perform its 
proper Courſe, and with wonderful Eaſe and Regula- 
rity to promote the Deſign of the Whole. He con- 
tinually and immediately actuates the inferior Ranks 
of animal Beings through all the various Degrees of 
Life, imprefling upon them the Motions of his Will, 
by which they are carried to the ſeveral Ends of their 
reſpective Natures, and anſwer the ultimate Views of 


their Creation. 


The ſame God with equal Vigilance ſuperintends the 
whole Race of Mankind. He breathed into Man the 
Breath of Life, and every Moment continues to ſup- 
port him in it: He endowed him with the noble Fa- 
culty of Reaſon, by the Light of which he ſhould 


guide his Steps in the Way of Happineſs; which, 
though ſufficient for the Purpoſe it was given, yet is 
ſometimes over- ruled by the divine Councils in a ſecret 


and imperceptible Manner: And, as far as is conſiſtent 
with 
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with the Freedom of voluntary Agents, He informs 
the Soul of every Individual, and turns the Hearts of 
whole Kingdoms as the Heart of one Man. So that, 
if we conſult Experience and the Hiſtory of the Uni- 
verſe, we ſhall find manifeſt Signatures of Providence, 
not only impreſſed upon the Motions of the natural, 
but alſo, in a moſt myſterious Manner, influencing the 
Actions of the moral World. This is as viſible to the 
Mind of Man, as the Light of the Sun is to the Eye; 
and as the Abſence of that glorious Luminary would 
cauſe a total Darkneſs over the Face of the Earth; ſo, 
was God, the only Fountain of Life, Health, and Ccm- 
fort to the Sons of Men, to withdraw the Light of 
his Countenance but for a Moment, we ſhould imme- 
diately be involved in Horror and Miſery, and liable in 
an Inſtant to be extinguiſhed for ever. For amidſt that 
infinite Variety of Calamities that ſurround us, from the 
Imperfection of our Nature, the Viciſſitudes cf Sea- 
ſons, the Shock of Elements, and the Contentions eſpe- 
cially of our Fellow-Creatures, there can be no other 
Security for our very Being, but the infinite Power and 
Goodneſs of God. This Conſideration obliges us to fly 
to him for Succour ; and we have as much Reaſon every 
Point of our Duration, as the Diſciples of our Lord in 
the Extremity of Danger, to cry out, Lord, ſave us; we 
periſh. Which neceſſary and humble Addreſs to the Author 
of our Happineſs that we may offer up effectually, it is 
proper to ſhew the Truth of theſe two Propoſitions : , 
| Firſt, 


(4) 
Firſt, That in all our Troubles and Dangers, if we 


would deſerve the Aſſiſtance of God, we muſt firſt 
endeavour to aſſiſt ourſelves, 


Secondly, That when all human Means fail, God will 
aſſiſt thoſe who deſerve his Care and Protection. 


Firſt, then, By the Will of God Labour has been made 
the Price of our Food ever ſince the Fall. All our Fa- 
culties were given us for ſome Uſe, and to employ them 
as we ought is no ungrateful Taſk, but neceſſary and 
pleaſing Exerciſe: For this conduces to Health, and we 
increaſe our Power of enjoying the Things of this Life, 
by the very Means we take to acquire them. It is evi- 
dent, that Sloth and Inaction, by which our Faculties 
ruſt and decay, and that Vice and Luxury, which is the 
| Abuſe of them, are the Parents of Beggary, Diſeaſe, and 
Death. It is impoſſible that private Vices ſhould be 
public Benefits. The ſame Deſtruction attends the In- 
dolent and Profligate, whether they be conſidered as Men, 
Families, or Commonwealths. We are therefore under 

a Neceſſity, as Individuals, Relations, and Citizens, by all 
the Means God has put in our Hands, to work out the 
Good of our Fellow-Creatures. Without doing this, to 
expect to be happy is to deſire to ſee without Eyes, and 
to reaſon without Underſtanding. God has indeed fur- 
niſhed us with the rough Materials of Happineſs, and 
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with Faculties to bring them to a proper Figure, Con- 
ſiſtence, and Texture for that End. We have Wiſdom 
to diſcern, and Power to execute, what is for our Good, 
on the right Uſe of which depends all our Welfare pri- 
vate and public; and when they are thrown by or miſ- 


employed, all Conſtitutions muſt decay through Weak- 
= or be ſubverted by Violence. 


When therefors, i in the common Courſe of Things, or 
upon any particular Emergence, we expe& Support and 
Deliverance, either in a private or public Capacity, with- 
out ſtirring ourſelves, and uſing thoſe natural and lawful 
Means which God has ordained for accompliſhing the 
End propoſed, we ſhall certainly meet with Confuſion 
and Diſappointment. To have Recourſe in the Day of 
our Diſtreſs to the ſupine Oratory of Prayer, is but t6 
deride God under the holy Veil of Hypocriſy. It is 
in vain,” fays a late Prelate, to think of doing any 
Thing well without God; but it is as vain likewiſe to 
think that God will do any Thing without us, that 
<« les in our Power to do. God is, in all our Wants, 
*« our Help and Succour; but not unleſs we co-operate 
with him, and Join our Forces to thoſe which he 
« affords us. He is indeed the beſt Ally that can be; 
« but he will never fight our Battles by himſelf, whilſt 
we ſtand idle by, and unconcerned. He is indeed the 
Author and Beſtower of every good and perfect Gift; 
but he beſtows them all upon our Induſtry and Vigi- 
« lance; he makes his Bleſſings ſtill the Recompences of 

C our 
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te our Care and Labour. He gives Succeſs, Wealth; 
« Honour, and Wiſdom ; but he gives them to us, by 
ee ourſelves, and gives them to our Diligence and In- 
« duſtry, to our Labour and much Study. It is in vain 
eto aſk him any Thing we can beſtow upon ourſelves, 
e for that is the Way he has already taken to beſtow 
« them on us: It is but mocking God to beg of him 
* what we think is not worth our While or Labour to 
“ attain.” By Vigilance, Activity, and looking well after 
Things, they all go well ; but when you give yourſelf to 
Sloth, and Lazineſs, and Cowardice, you ſhall in vain 


implore the Aſſiſtance of the Gods, for they are angry 


and incenſed with you, ſaid the old Heathen Salluſt of 
his fictitious Deities. But to co-operate as far as we are 
able, to act in Subordinatian to, and Reliance upon God, 
will juſtify our Application to the Throne of his Grace, 
and we humbly truſt has already brought down that 
divine Bleſſing, which we have formerly ſupplicated 
upon our Fleets and Armies. 


This leads me to the ſecond Head, That when all 
human Means fail, God will aſſiſt thoſe who deſerve his 
Care and Protection. 


Whatever Difficulties oppreſs, whatever Dangers 
threaten ſuch frail Beings as we are, unable to combat 
with Succeſs againft thoſe mighty Armies of Calamities 
that attack and harraſs us on this Side the Grave, 'tis na- 
tural to have Recourſe to ſome ſuperior Power for timely 
Aid and Aſſiſtance. We are prompted from within to 
223 4 lay 
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lay hold on the firſt friendly Hand that offers to relieve 
us; we ſeize the favourable Occaſion of laying down a 
Burden too heavy for us to bear. Now there is no 
Power, but of an almighty God, that can mollify our 
Anxieties, ſubdue our Fears, encourage our Hopes, and 
anſwer all our Neceſſities. He has no Superior in 
Heaven or on Earth: He is both able and ready to fave ; 
and under the Shadow of his Wings we ſhall dwell in 
Security, But then the divine Protection is granted 
upon certain Conditions : And the Conditions God requires 
previous to his Aſſiſtance are, that we have to the utmoſt 
exerted our own Abilities; that we have tried every 


Avenue of Succeſs; that we are in general an holy People; 


and 1n particular, and above all, that we are engaged in 
a good and juft Cauſe, ſuch as will bear the Teſt 
of Reaſon, as well as the Point of the Sword; ſuch as 


is fit for a juſt and perfect Being to patronize. Then 


may we apply without Danger to the divine Juſtice, and 
ſue for Deliverance at the Hand of God: And that our 
Prayers will upon theſe Conditions enter into his Ears, 


and find Acceptance, being offered with humble Submiſ- 


ſion to his Will, and fervent Defire of his Protection, we 
have two good Reaſons to perſuade our ſtedfaſt Belief ; 
I/, Becauſe God has promiſed to ſuccour thoſe who truſt 
in him. 2dly, Becauſe Experience teaches us, that he 
hath ſo done unto this Nation in particular. 


Of the former the Old Teſtament gives us many In- 
ſtances ; This was the Seal of the Covenant between God 
41 


1 


and his People Muel. God commanded Moſes to tell 
them, Ex. xix. 4. and ſubſequent Verſes, 7? have ſeen 
what I have done unto the Egyptians, and how I bare them ® 
on Eagles Wings, and brought them unto myſelf. * Now there- % 
fore, if ye will obey my Voice indeed; and keep my Covenant, 
then ſhall ye be a peculiar People unto me above all Peopie, 
(for all the Earth is mine). And: ye ſhall be unto me a 
Kingdom of 'Priefts; that is, as explained in the next a 
Words, an holy Nation. And Lev, xxvi. 3. and Part of 9 
the ſubſequent Verſes, 1f ye walk in my Statutes, and keep N 
my Commandments, and do them ; then will I give you Rain 
in due Seaſon, and the Land ſhall yield her Increaſe ; and ; 
you ſhall eat your Bread to the full, and dwell in your Land b 
fafely ; and ye ſhall chaſe your Enemies, and they ſhall fall : 
before you by the Sword; and five of you ſhall chaſe an 
hundred, and an hundred of you ſhall put ten thouſand to 
Flight. The People of Jrael were choſen of God to pre- 
ſerve his true Worſhip pure and undefiled in the midſt 
of idolatrous and corrupt Nations. God was their King. 
The Conſequence of which was, that Religion was inter- 
woven with the Government, and the Texture could not 
be rent aſunder without the Deſtruction of the People. 
They lived under a perfect Theocracy ; and were to fulfil 
not only the moral Law, which God enforced by poſitive 
Command, but alſo in particular to flee from the Ido- 
latry of the Heathens, that corrupt Fountain of barbarous, 
Jewd, and idolatrous Practices. And ſo long as they kept 
their Part of the Covenant, and were obedient unto God 
their King and Saviour, they experienced on the Part of 
God the Performance of his Promiſes. Now 
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Now what God promiſed by Oath to do, and did per- 
form for his choſen People, while they kept to the Arti- 
cles ſtipulated in that Promiſe, tis reaſonable to think he 
would do for this or any other Nation under the like 
Circumſtances, though they had not the ſame expreſs and 
promiſſory Engagement of the divine Word for their Pro- 
tection. This is true in fact: For, 2dly, We learn from 
Experience, that God hath ſo dealt with this Nation 
in particular, 


We boaſt ourſelves, not without Reaſon we humbly hope, 
that we are the true primitive Church built by Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, in the full Beauty of Holineſs, and Simplicity 
of Perfection. That we have reformed, to the beſt of 
our Judgments, what was foreign and contrary to the 
Principles of the Goſpel; proteſted againſt Innovations 
and Corruptions of true Religion ; have diſmantled it of a 
Load of fantaſtic Ceremonies; rejected the Worſhip of 
Idols, and Saints canonized for their Wickedneſs, or 
which never had any Being: We diſclaim all Power and 
Authority to fit as infallible Judges in the Judgment-Seat 
of God : We dare not preſume to doom them to Perdition, 
who are ſo unfortunately deceived, or prejudiced, as to 
diſſent from our eſtabliſhed Opinions and Practice: In 
ſhort, we endeavour. to preſerve the true original Standard 
of Chriſtianity, and to worſhip the Father in Spirit and in 
Truth, according to our bleſſed Saviour's Inſtructions ; 
and, in Imitation of his Example, to diſplay it to the 


World in Meekneſs and Charity, 


D | This 


( To } 


This Reduction to its real and intrinſic Value hath 
coſt the Profeſſors of it many a fiery Trial; and as our 
Doctrine hath been purified by the Flames, ſo we truſt 
in God that it hath not altogether been corrupted with 
the Droſs either of Superſtition or Profaneneſs. The in- 
veterate Enemies of our Religion and Government have 


at ſundry Times attempted to deſtroy both, with equal 


Induſtry, Malice, and Diſappointment. And it muſt 
with the utmoſt Gratitude be confeſſed, that we have had 
wiſe and generous Defenders of our Faith and Liberties, 
and a People ready upon all Occaſions to ſacrifice their 
Lives and Fortunes for the Preſervation of thoſe ineſti- 
mable Bleſſings, their Sacred and Civil Rights, as by Law 
eſtabliſhed. And the Hiſtory of ſome extraordinary 
Events, in Favour of the Preſervation. of theſe Bleſſings, 
are ſo remarkable upon the Footing of human Proba- 
bility, that they ſeem to be written on dark Clouds, by 
the immediate Finger of God. That God ſhould appear 
on the Mount for us, when we were juſt ready for 
Sacrifice! That the Cloud, which was ſo long ga- 
thering round us, ſhould ſo ſuddenly be reduced to 
the Bigneſs of a Man's Hand! is marvellous. It re- 
calls to our Memories that wonderful Deliverance of 
the Jewiſh People from the Hands of the Babylonians, 
which was a Mercy of ſo great and ſtrange a Nature, 
that it filled them with Admiration and Aſtoniſhment 
to conſider it ; that they could ſcarce believe their own 


Eyes and Ears, in what they heard and ſaw, but were 


ſo ſurprized with it, that mx thought it to be but a 
Dream, 
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Dream, or Deluſion of their own Fancies. P/. cxxvi. r. 
When the Lord turned again the Captivity of Sion, then 
were we like unto them that dream. Hath the Lord 
then delivered us from our Enemies? We muſt ſerve 
him in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before him all the Days 
of our Lives, Luke i. 74, 75, Are we a choſen Peo- 
ple, a royal Generation? We muſt ew forth the 
Praiſes of him, who hath called us out of Darkneſs into 
his marvellous Light, by the Goſpel, 1 Pet. it. g. | 


For which, and all his other extraordinary Mercies, 
may we devoutly teſtify that ſincere Gratitude we owe 
to almighty God, that whilſt our neighbouring Nations 
are weltering in Blood, there is no Complaining in our 
Streets, P/alm cxliv. 14. that we ſit under our own 


Vines and Fig-Trees, Mic. iv. 4. enjoy our Eſtates and 


Dwellings undiſturbed; that our Garners are full and 
plenteous, affording all Manner of Store ; and our Sheep 
bring forth thouſands and ten thouſands in our Streets, 
Pſalm cxliv. 13. That we have the Bleſſings of Heaven 
above, and the Bleſſings of the Deep; that God giv- 
eth the King his Judgments, and his Righteouſneſs unto 
the King's Son ; ſo that our Mountains judge the People 
with Righteouſneſs, and the Poor with Mercy, FPſalm 
Ixxii. 1, 2. That God's Commandments are not hidden 
from us, nor are they far off; ſo that we need not 
ſay, who ſhall go over the Sea, or ſend up into Heaven, 
to fetch them to us? they are nigh unto us, in our 
Mouths, and in our Hearts, that we may do them, 

8 Deut, 
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Deut. xxx. 11, 12. That we have the ſure Word of 
Prophecy, whereunto we do well that we take heed, 
as unto a Light that ſhineth in a dark Place, until the 
Day dawn, and the Day-Star ariſe in our Hearts, 2 Pet. 
j. 19. And what doth the Lord our God require of us, 
but to fear him, to walk in his Ways, to love him, and 
to ſerve him, with all our Hearts, and all our Souls? 
Deut. x. 12. This is the leaſt Tribute we can pay to 
Heaven, and is likewiſe ſo eaſy a Return, that they are 
inexcuſable who omit it. How ſhould our Hearts be 
enlarged, and our Mouths filled with God's Praiſe? 
how ſhall we render unto God for all his Benefits? It 
is not enough to make a verbal Acknowledgment, to 
give God the Calves of our Lips, Hof. xiv. 2. or to take 
the Cup of Salvation, and call on the Name of the 
Lord, Pſalm cxvi. 13. (though what is above all Things 
moſt highly commendable, and our ſtrict and bounden 
Duty to perform :) Our Souls muſt bleſs the Lord, and 
all that is within us muſt bleſs his holy Name, Fſalm 


ciij. 1. It is what God expects, that when we are de- 
livered, we ſhould glorify him. 


It muſt likewiſe be remembered in this Duty of our 
Praiſe, that we ſhew our thankful Acceptance of the 
Mercies received, by our united Endeavours and earneſt 
Prayers to God, to have that perfected which is begun, 
and now that Things are come to ſo good a Paſs, they 
may meet with nothing to obſtruct their deſired End. 


And here, if we are ſenſible of the * Mercy to 


ourſelves, 
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ourſelves, and have the leaſt Spark of Chriſtian Charity left 


within us, we cannot but pity thoſe that want it, and pray 
that God would turn their Captivity as the Rivers in 
the South, Palm cxxvi. 5. and that they who have ſown 


in Tears may reap in Joy, 26. Let the ſorrowful Sigh- 
ing of the Priſoners come before thee, O God, accord- 


ing to the Greatneſs of thy Power; ſo we, that are thy 


People, and Sheep of thy Paſture, will give thee Thanks 


for ever; we will ſhew forth thy Praiſe to all Gene- 
rations, 


The laſt Inference I ſhall mention in this Duty of 
Praiſe, is, that we manifeſt the Sincerity of our Grati- 
tude by a ſerious Study of Amendment and Reformation ; 


that it may not repent the Lord what he hath done for 


us. For, after all that is come upon us for our evil 


Deeds, and for our great Treſpaſſes, ſeeing that God 


hath puniſhed us leſs than our Iniquities have deſerved, 


and hath given us ſuch Deliverance as this; ſhould we 
again break his Commandments? Then, ſays Ezra, 


we thou not be angry with us till thou hadſi conſumed 
us, ſo that there ſhould be no Remnant nor Eſcaping ? 
Ezra ix. 13, 14. We muſt not think that we are thus 
delivered to work Wickedneſs, or that we may ſin on 
with the greater Boldneſs; but remember that our All 
is ſtill at the Stake, that the Inſtruments of papiſtical 
Fury are not only forged, but ſharpened and threatened 
with till greater Vengeance to our Deſtruction. The Bleſl- 
ings of our paſt Deliverances muſt not betray us into a 

E fatal 


084) 


Pe" - final Security, and we till pray God that Iniquĩty may 
3 not be our Ruin. 
3 FE That pooaly Ship, the Proteſtatit Church, whoſe Com- 
. | - paſs is Religion, is yet expoſed to manifeſt and immi- 
_ - nent Dangers. The tempeſtuous Winds of Invaſion 
I "threaten us; the Tide of War is beating nearer and 
© nearer upon our own Shores. Now is the Time for 
Soul in his Station to lend a faving Hand to the 

- Common-Weal. Let Wiſdom prefide at the Helm, 
Courage dare to face the Enemy, and ready Obedience 
and Union call every Member to his reſpective Poſt of 
. Duty. Thus ſhall we deſerve the Protection of that 
* God, who ruleth the Raging of the Sea, and the Mad- 
. neſs of the People. The Keeper of 1-2! will not ſlum- 
ber or fleep; he will awake, and that ſuddenly ; will 
rebuke the Winds and the Sea, and will bring us to the 
Haven where we would be. This will be Matter of 
Amazement to them who underftand not the unſeatchable 
Odunſels of God, but of Praife to them whom he hath 


delivered; fo tht the * ſhall ſay, Of a Trum Oba 
18 wih us. 
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